

Foundation for Ada/Canyon Trail Systems (F.A.C.T.S.)
(Recorded) Minutes of February 26, 2025
Meeting called for 3:00 PM


In attendance:
Officers:  Bill Gigray, President, Bill Mullane Vice President and Sharon Hubler, Secretary
Directors: Gary Payne, Bob Hay, Paul Mann, Mark Eubank, Will Anderson. Gary Segers, Dan Smith, Robert Minch and Wava Kaufman 
Agency “ex officio”:  Robin Camp, Ada County Parks & Waterways Program and Education Specialist, Cody Swander, Ass’t Parks & Recreation Director, city of Nampa, Scott Koberg, Ada County Parks & Waterways and Austin Miller, COMPASS Principal Planner, Transportation  
Call to Order							President Bill Gigray
The Meeting was called to order at 3:03 PM. 
Approve Agenda – Move to Approve, Additions/Reorder
It was moved by Mark Eubank, seconded by Paull Mann to approve the Agenda. All voted in favor. Motion carried.
Officers’ Reports
1. Secretary’s Report					Sharon Hubler, Secretary
It was moved by Bill Gigray, seconded by Robert Minch to approve the Minutes of January 22, 2025. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
2. Treasurer’s Report					Phil Peterson, Treasurer
Bank Balance as of February 26, 2025 is $10,345.64. 
It was moved by Sharon Hubler, seconded by Paul Mann to accept the Treasurer’s Report. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
3. Vice President’s Report				Bill Mullane, Vice President
a) Update 52nd Street Report – Not too much has changed; i.e., neighbors on 52nd Street created a petition being forwarded to ACHD, 52nd Street having been ignored in the 5-Year Plan
b) 52nd Street Bridge – Need a design, cost estimates and appropriating other materials, labor and/or in-kind. Theoretically, Garden City spent part of the $2 million grant and would not want to be under the onus to make repayment. Bill Gigray wonders how much time would be allowed to get the bridge done. COMPASS would know and Toni Tisdale should be asked. Bill G. must go to Idaho Dept. of Lands to renew the crossing easement for another five years and will have to demonstrate that progress is being made on the bridge project. There are changes at the Federal level and how it trickles down locally is uncertain. Meeting with Ed Vetter and John Ferguson, Concrete Placing Company is necessary given their interest in the project and circulation of the petition. An estimate of the cost of design so far is between $20 to $30k. 
c) Eckert Road Bridge– Work on closure January 31, 2025 is getting done pretty fast with only ten days to obtain the §404 permit. 
d) Update on web site – Robert Minch noted that a message on FACTS membership on the Facebook page was removed (?). Gary Segers set it up but spam is more than likely the culprit according to Robin Camp. Need to identify watchdog pages and passwords from Gary Segers. The FACTS web site www.facts.org is being taken over by Bill Mullane and will strive for better usage. Bill is in the process of getting log in information. 
4. President’s Report						Bill Gigray, President
a) Update on amphitheater/Centennial Park – Caldwell Greenbelt Civic League rejected approval of the plan for Whittenberger Park along with commercial offices and parking lot usage. There were not enough dollars to back up the acquisition of more land. First, the area would have to be declared surplus park property, the city would then buy back from CGCL. Bill received a call from Bill DeKlerk, point man from developer. Bill reminded DeKlerk that area would have to have a certified appraisal, which would probably be $1m-plus for the land. Project is out the door at this point.
b) Recruitment of FACTS Board membership – no luck from the city of Eagle on its representative. Bill and Robert will request another audience with Mayor Brad Pike. Robert Minch received a voice mail about an hour ago from Mayor Pike.
c) FACTS Committee Structure – Bill noted this has been in discussion several times before. It makes sense, as FACTS moves forward, to establish committees to help vanguard projects. The committee structure will be both Standing and ad-hoc with authority stated in writing. FACTS needs help from other than city and county agencies with membership derived from expertise other than FACTS board membership, for example:
i. Pathways Standards Standing Committee – support regular pathway system and trail network, including Trail and Pathway Classification such as major, minor and neighborhood. 
ii. 52nd St Bridge ad-hoc Committee – help for Bill Mullane, leader
iii. Boise River Pathways Promotion Committee – north side Boise to Caldwell through Star and Middleton; south side Meridian to Caldwell, through Star and both Meridian and Nampa’s Impact Areas
iv. Lake Lowell area bike/ped Promotion Committee – recent approval of Kido project close to Deer Flat refuge and pathway on Wilson Drain connecting to Caldwell – help for Will Anderson, Leader
v. Rails with Trail Promotion Committee – city of Nampa, CWI, Businesses, both Nampa and Meridian; 100 feet in width filling in at a fairly rapid rate
vi. Boise to Kuna Pathway Corridor Committee – interconnectivity with Nampa and Meridian. With 30,000 population in Kuna expert cyclists app’s going down to Swan Falls. Wava Kaufman, leader, knows the way directly to Lake Lowell on King and Bennett Road. 
vii. Communication Committee – with public outreach collaborative entities committee, circle of similar promotions on the same wave length.
Discussion: Robert Minch thinks COMPASS has all the GIS experts. It also has bike counters and bike data equipment to identify path maintenance issues. Comment from Austin Miller was that counters are still out there; Alexa Roitman and he checked them earlier today; there’s a vacancy in the bike/ped counter technician staffer currently. Craig Raborn is the new Executive Director for COMPASS from Houston who’s getting acclimated in a 60-90 day learning curve. Carrie is the Executive Assistant and scheduler. Highway District #1 as it appertains to Lake Lowell is unfortunately not a member of COMPASS. A letter dated 8-19-2017 to Matt Stolle, recently retired COMPASS ED is embedded in the Minutes regarding Joint Powers Agreement. 
AGENCY REPORTS 
	City of Nampa – Cody Swander indicates design phase for Orr Drain pathway with a north/south connection Edwards on the south to Wilson on the north. Some has been completed through developments.  Off-road pathway. Master Plan along as far westward as impact area southeast to northwest, most recently, out to Middleton Road. 
	City of Caldwell – Will Anderson talked about Wilson Springs, four or five miles good in summertime, not Boise greenbelt quality with lots of trees and little bridges going along Griffith Park in Caldwell, it languishes more or less as an irrigation ditch. Paths in downtown Caldwell down from 11th over to 21st along street r-o-w’s. Pathway underpass under railroad at the confluence of Wilson Springs and Indian Creek. Mayor Wagoner will show it to Public Works seeking a possible renovation. There is so much development and getting ahead of it at the underpass, which is part of the Caldwell Entertainment District is part of making the proposed hotel on 21st work. 
	Ada County Parks & Waterways – Scott Koberg, Eckert Road Bridge is the front yard of Barber Park. Emergency closure 1/31/2025 to vehicular traffic with bike/ped still available. Funding for emergency repair through ACHD and in two weeks, halfway, done. Hoping for final before flood release. This bridge will be fully replaced in several years. Mark Eubank mentioned the low visibility off Holcomb Road will need correction before new bridge replacement as it affects the south side portion of the Boise River. As to the Remington Street closure Scott has no update. There is a lot of construction activity in the EXPO area. Even more, signing of a PRO soccer team. The actual greenbelt along the river remains open but will be closed at some point in the future for construction related to the Park at Expo Idaho. 
	City of Kuna – Wava Kaufman said nothing new from us.
	City of Eagle – Robert Minch will follow-up with Mayor Pike. He will also check with Michael Huffaker, Chairman of the Parks, Pathways & Recreation Commission and could suggest making a presentation before PPRC by FACTS. Linder Road, Meg needs our support even though it’s been pushed out to 2027. City of Star’s pathway plan will connect up with Linder Road. Bill G. could send a letter to ACHD Commissioners along with cities of Meridian and Star to obtain more interest. 
It was moved by Gary Segers, seconded by Paul Mann to prepare a draft letter to ACHD. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
	Bicycle/Athletic Cycling – Dan Smith said nothing at this time.
	City of Caldwell – Paul Mann said the city is working on a Caldwell High School pathway on one of the drains down to Sisters Park. 

With the change in leadership at COMPASS how to coordinate with the new director to obtain a face-to-face meeting will be a topic at the next meeting. 

Adjournment – The meeting stood adjourned at 4:44 MT.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Hubler, Secretary
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Matthew Stoll

Plan for a Boise River Trails System
Draft of Pathway System JPA
August 9,2017

Basis for these requests:

The Boise River Trails System Plan identifies in its Forward and Acknowledgments, the
tremendous amount of work that went into the development of this Plan. Unfortunately, this Plan is
now some 8 years old. Currently agencies, in both Ada and Canyon Countics, in the review and
updating of their trials and pathway systems planning, are now cxpanding their considerations to a
more county wide interconnectivity.

The Boise River Trails System Plan is very valuable and should be updated and used by the
agencies in both Counties for their trail and pathway management and planning. An updated Plan
should then become an active document, which is periodically updated and constantly used by the
agencies in both Counties. It is also recognized by our Board, that there now is a need for
coordination in planning, design and maintenance of trails and pathways in both Counties, by all
agencies, and there is a real need for a Joint Powers Agreement to facilitate this need.

We understand, that you will first submit this request to the Executive Board of COMPASS.
‘We appreciate your collective review and consideration of these requests and await your response.

Respectfully yours.

Wi oo

Wm. F. Gigray/All
President of FACTS

WAWorkiFIFACTS\Correspondence)COMPASSILirto Matthew Stoll £:9-17 J1Ldoc.

3 F. Established in 1987

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission s to close the gaps on the greenbelt along the Boise River, creating connective pathways from Lucky

Peak Dam to the Snake River confluence, and to promote coherent corridors for active transportation throughout
the valley.
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Matthew Stoll, Executive Director of COMPASS
700 NE 2™ Street, Ste 200
Meridian, ID 83642

Enclosures:
e Plan for a Boise River Trails System
e Draft of the Great Pathway System Agreement JPA

Dear Matthew,

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Foundation for
Ada/Canyon Trails Systems, Inc., who seeks assistance from COMPASS on two matters of great
importance to the pathway and trails systems in Ada and Canyon County.

The requests:

That the COMPASS Board of Directors allow time on their agenda, at a time convenient to
Board and Staff of COMPASS, for our FACTS Board representative to be given time to present a
request for assistance on the following matters:

1. For a review, updating and expansion of the Boise River Trails System Plan, prepared in
2009, which would include regional planning in both Ada and Canyon Counties. This is the
top goal of our Foundation and we have concerns that all of the work that went into the plan
will slowly be lost due to inattention and the passage of time; and

2. Start a discussion regarding the need for government agencies to consider the draft and
needed revisions of the enclosed draft of the Great Pathway System Agreement JPA.
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F.A.C.T.S. Established in 1987

MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to close the gaps on the greenbelt along the Boise River, creating connective pathways from Lucky
Peak Dam to the Snake River confluence, and to promote coherent corridors for active transportation throughout
the valley.
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Plan for a Boise River Trails System
Draft of Pathway System JPA
August 9, 2017

Basis for these requests:

The Boise River Trails System Plan identifies in its Forward and Acknowledgments, the
tremendous amount of work that went into the development of this Plan. Unfortunately, this Plan is
now some 8 years old. Currently agencies, in both Ada and Canyon Counties, in the review and
updating of their trials and pathway systems planning, are now expanding their considerations to a
more county wide interconnectivity.

The Boise River Trails System Plan is very valuable and should be updated and used by the
agencies in both Counties for their trail and pathway management and planning. An updated Plan
should then become an active document, which is periodically updated and constantly used by the
agencies in both Counties. It is also recognized by our Board, that there now is a need for
coordination in planning, design and maintenance of trails and pathways in both Counties, by all
agencies, and there is a real need for a Joint Powers Agreement to facilitate this need.

We understand, that you will first submit this request to the Executive Board of COMPASS.
We appreciate your collective review and consideration of these requests and await your response.

Respectfully yours.

£ et
.t a
Wm. F. Gigray/111

President of FACTS
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F.A.C.T.S. Established in 1987

MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to close the gaps on the greenbelt along the Boise River, creating connective pathways from Lucky
Peak Dam to the Snake River confluence, and to promote coherent corridors for active transportation throughout
the valley.






